	Leicester De Montfort Law School

Legal Practice Course

Business Law and Practice

Small Group Session 2:  Partnership 1



Outcomes

As a result of this Small Group Session, you will be able to:
· Interpret client’s instructions and be able to advise on the need for a partnership agreement
· Apply the provisions of the Partnership Act 1890 to partner’s internal relations with each other

· Consolidate your understanding of the essential clauses to be contained in a partnership agreement and the content of such clauses
· Advise a client on the practical implications of a clause in a partnership agreement

Materials and preparation needed
For this Small Group Session, you must: 

· Listen to the online Lecture entitled ‘Partnership 1’. You are advised to bring to the session the PowerPoint slides relating to that online Lecture and any notes which you took whilst listening to it  
· Read the chapters 13-14 in your Business Law and Practice manual

· Read the following sections of the Partnership Act 1890:

                - Ss 24-26, 29-30, 32, 35 and 44.
· Research the essential elements of a partnership agreement
· Print off, read and bring with you, a copy of a precedent partnership agreement 
· Read the Company, Limited Liability Partnership and Business Names (Sensitive Words and Expressions) Regulations 2014
· Read the Solicitors Code of Conduct which can be found here https://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/standards-regulations/code-conduct-solicitors/ 

· Prepare answers to Task 1, Questions 1 to 3, Task 3, Task 4 and Task 5.
· After the session complete the “SGS 2 FSMA Yes/No Test” which you will find in the BLP shell on Blackboard under the Tests tab. Make a note of your answers and the feedback using Attachment 1. 

Task 1
Tarquin and Bertrand Benyon are new clients who give you the following instructions by telephone. They have agreed to set up in business together as manufacturers of specialist tools to be used by engineers in high-temperature waste recycling plants.  They propose to trade together as partners under the name “Chartered Engineering”.  Tarquin, the elder brother, is providing £50,000 capital and Bertrand is providing £10,000. The partners ask you to hold the bulk of this money at the firm while the “papers are put together”. The partners propose to share capital profits and losses in proportion to their contributions and to receive interest on capital.  Tarquin who is very experienced in the trade wants a greater share of income profits than Bertrand.
Question 1

What steps, both legal and practical, should be taken before Tarquin and Bertrand commence trading?
Question 2

Advise whether Tarquin and Bertrand need a partnership agreement and if so why? Give full reasons and full statutory references to substantiate your advice.
Question 3
What concerns, if any, would you have on receiving the above instructions and how would you protect the position of both yourself and in turn the firm that employs you?
Task 2
You will be provided with this Task in the Small Group Session.
Task 3
Question  

Your principal has asked you to draw up a list of the provisions needed in a partnership agreement in order to protect the practical and commercial positions of the partners in relation to:
· When a partner retires or leaves the partnership
· When partners disagree
Advise on the specific provisions you will include in a partnership agreement in order to protect the position of the partners. You should consider the provisions included in precedent clauses on these specific matters, and analyse why they are necessary. 
Note:  You are not required to carry out the drafting.
Task 4
You are consulted by Ian Arnold, who has been in partnership with Geoffrey Kirton and Janice Fletcher for five years.  Ian is an experienced and astute businessman, aged 60.  The partnership, ‘Greenwood Gallery’, runs art galleries in suburban areas of Loughborough, Nottingham and Coventry.  The business has been very successful.

They have a partnership agreement, which includes, among other things, provisions relating to the duration of the agreement (ten years fixed term), the sharing of profits, losses and capital assets equally and an option to purchase clause (Document 1).  Although the partnership is for a fixed term, the agreement also includes a clause relating to voluntary retirement, which allows any partner to leave during the term provided 6 months' prior written notice is given to the other partners.

Ian has become increasingly concerned because he feels that his fellow partners are excluding him from the management of the business.  He is also worried because he feels that they are committing the partnership to unnecessary expenditure.

Ian has received an offer to join a business importing and exporting Italian wines.  If he is to take part in this new business, he needs to raise his share of the capital from the partnership as quickly as possible.  Ian thinks it is likely that Geoffrey and Janice will wish to carry on the existing art gallery business.

Question 1
Look at Document 1 (option to purchase clause).  Prepare in advance of the Small Group Session a note of your advice to Ian Arnold explaining whether he can raise his share of the partnership assets immediately in order that he may join the wine venture and what steps will need to be taken.  You may be asked to present your advice in the session.
Task 5

After the session complete the “SGS 2 FSMA Yes/No Test” which you will find in the BLP shell on Blackboard under the Tests tab. Make a note of your answers and the feedback using Attachment 1. 
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OPTION TO PURCHASE SHARE
1. If any partner ceases to be a partner, the remaining partners may purchase the share of the former partner in the partnership assets (including interest in the goodwill) upon giving to any personal representative, trustee in bankruptcy, or receiver under the Mental Health Act 1983 or to the outgoing partner (as the case may require) a notice in writing at any time within three months from (in the event of death) the grant of representation to the estate or (in any other case) his ceasing to be a partner and the purchase shall take effect and relate back to the death or otherwise ceasing to be a partner

2.
If either of the remaining partners does not wish to exercise the option the partnership shall be dissolved

3.
The purchase price of the share of a former partner shall be the appropriate proportion of the value of the partnership business at the date on which the purchase takes effect

(a)
The value of the business shall be the value of the partnership assets (which include the partnership's goodwill) after deducting:

i) debts and liabilities of the partnership to persons other than the partners (and the former partner)

ii) advances to the partnership by the partners (and the former partner)

iii) undrawn balances of profits

(b)
The appropriate proportion shall be the proportion of profits attributable under clause 6 of this Deed to the former partner

4.
If the partners are unable to agree the value of the former partner's share it shall be the value certified by the partnership accountant

5.
The purchase price so ascertained shall be paid by the purchasing partners ("the Purchasers") to the former partner, personal representatives, trustee in bankruptcy or receiver under the Mental Health Act 1983 as appropriate (the Vendor") by four equal instalments at the expiration of six, twelve, eighteen and twenty four months respectively from the day on which the purchase takes effect, with interest on the instalments for the time being remaining unpaid.  For each day in respect of which interest is due, interest shall be calculated as the daily equivalent of two per cent per annum above the base rate of the partnership bank prevailing on that day

6.
The Purchasers shall indemnify the Vendor against the debts and liabilities considered in ascertaining the purchase price of the Vendor's share in the partnership

7.
Any costs reasonably incurred in implementing the provisions of this clause (other than costs incurred in respect of any legal or arbitration proceedings which may be the subject of an order for costs) shall be borne equally by the partners (including the former partner)

8.
The Vendor shall at the request of the Purchasers do and execute all acts deeds and things necessary or proper for vesting the share so purchased in the Purchasers and for enabling the Purchasers to get in the outstanding assets of the partnership
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Question 1
Life insurance is a financial product that enables a policy holder to leave behind money for their chosen beneficiary when they die. Is this correct?

Feedback:
Question 2

An endowment policy is a type of life insurance contract designed to pay a lump sum after a specific term or on death? Is this correct?

Feedback:
Question 3

A stakeholder pension a type of personal pension that allows long term savings for retirement. Is this correct?

Feedback:
Question 4

Investment trusts are companies that invest in the shares of other companies. Is this correct?
Feedback: 
Question 5

A fundamental prohibition of the Financial Services Markets Act 2000 states that a person cannot carry out a regulated activity in the UK, or purport to do so, unless they are either authorised or exempt? Is this correct?
Feedback: 
Question 6
There are criminal consequences under FSMA 2000 if you breach the general prohibition but there are no civil consequences. Is this correct?
Feedback:

Question 7
Shares, contracts of insurance (this includes life assurance policies such as endowment, whole life and term policies), collective investment schemes (includes pension schemes) loans and other forms of credit (this includes mortgages) are specified investments. Is this correct?
Feedback:

Question 8 

Examples of investments which are NOT classed as specified investments are Solicitor client accounts, Land and National savings. Is this correct?
Feedback:

Question 9
A client of yours has been offered 100 preference shares in a company. The client wants general advice in relation to what preference shares are. You are unable to provide general advice. Is this correct?
Feedback:

Question 10
Dealing in investments as agent for a client for example selling or buying shares for a client is a regulated activity? 
Feedback:
Question 11
In relation to the sale of shares, there is a possible exclusion available. Is this correct?
Feedback:
Question 12
Exclusions do not apply where a Solicitor receives any pecuniary reward or other advantage from a person other than the client. Is this correct?
Feedback:

Question 13
There is a special exemption for Solicitors from the general prohibition if a) the activities arise out of or are complementary to the provision of a professional service to a client or b) the manner of provision by the firm of any service is incidental to the provision by the firm of a professional service. Is this correct?
Feedback:
Question 14
Your client asks you to advise and arrange Keyman life insurance (a simple life insurance policy on a key person in a business) for them and advise on the best policies available. You can do this with no further consideration. Is this correct?
Feedback:
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